% 


* 8 W WI V 
a s 


E ——— 


* 


— 


— — — — — 
—yj— — — 
— > OO — OR ——_——— 
. Sn IR IRE = 1 ED i nn = Is nn 


© -————_—_ 


| 
| 


. _wr_ 


* 


The dang'rous Lurts of Folly ſafely ſhun, 


The peaceful Paths of Life ſecurely tread z 
And Virtue's pleaſant courle ſerenely run, 


wy 


+ See here the Youth by F:/dom's precepts led, 
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T is nothing, in reality, where i 


people are ſo very wrong as in the 
education of children, though chere 5 no- 
thing in which they ought to be more 
abſolately certain of being right: If; Me 
ſerionſiy reflect upon the cultomary method 
in. which children are brought up, we "muſt 
almoſt i imagine, that the generality of pa- 
rents inculcate principles of religion and 
virtue into their offspring, for the mete 


ſatisfaction of bringing both religion” and 


virtue into contempt; and paint the pre- 


cepts of morality in _ moſt engaging. co- 
a ours, 
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lours, to ſhew, by their practice, how 
much theſe precepts are to be deſpiſed, 
The better to illuſtrate theſe remarks = .Þ 
us attend to the following ſtory. 


A worTay old gentleman, who had by 


an inflexible induſtry acquired a large for- 


tune, with great reputation, at length de- 
clining buſineſs, devoted his ſole attention 
to the ſettlement of an only ſon, of whom 
he was uncommonly fond. In a little time 


he married him to a woman of family, 
and judging of the ſon's affection by his 
own, made over every ſhilling he was 


worth to the young gentleman, deſiring 
nothing more than to be witneſs of his 
happineſs in the ſame houſe, and depend- 
ing upon his gratitude for any curſory tri- 
fle he might want for the private uſe of 
his purſe, 


Tas 


ORIST MAS TALES. i 
Tu ſon had not been married however 
above fix weeks, before he was under the 
fole dominion of his wife, who prevailed 
upon, him to treat the. old gentleman with, 


the moſt mortifying neglect. If he wanted +» 


the carriage for an airing, why truly, My 
lady has engaged it: If he deſired to 
mix in a party of pleaſure, They were. 
quite full: He was ' ſuffered to fit whole 
evenings. without- being once ſpoken to; at. 
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10 CaRIsTuASs T'alns: 
table he was obliged to call three or four 
times for a glaſs of wine or a bit of bread ; 
and if he entered into a narrative of any 
tranſaction which occurred in his youth, his 
obliging daughter-in-law immediately broke 
in upon him, and politely introduced a 
converſation upon ſomething elſe. - This un- 
pardonable contempt was at laſt carried to 
| ſuch a degree, that his cough was com- 
plained of as troubleſome, and under a 
pretence that his tobacco-box was. inſup- 
- Portable, he was requeſted to eat in his 
own . room, 353555 


en or five years paſſed on in this. | 
manner, which were rendered a little to- , 
lerable, by the birth of a grandſon, a moſt 
engaging boy, who, from the moment he 
was capable of diſtinguiſhing, ſeemed to 
be very fond of the old gentleman, and, 
by an almoſt inſtinctive attachment, appear- 
ed as if providentially deſigned . to atone / 
| eee 


CnkisTuASs TALES. 11 
for the unnatural ingratitude of his father. 
He was now turned of four, when one 


day ſome perſons of faſhion dining at the 


houſe, the old gentleman, who knew no- 


thing of the company, came down into 


the back parlour to enquire for his little 
favorite, who had been for two whole hours 
out of his apartment. He had no ſooner 
opened the door, than his dutiful ſon, 
before a room full of people, aſked him, 
How he dared break in upon him with- 
out leave? and deſired him to get in- 
ſtantly up about his buſineſs. The old 
gentleman returned accordingly, and gave 
a yery hearty freedom! to his tears. 


Lirrrs e . could not bear to 
hear his grandpapa chided at ſuch a rate, 
followed him inſtantly, and obſerving how. 
| heartily he ſobbed, came roaring down to 
. the parlour, and before the whole company, 
eried out, Papa bas made poor grandpapa 
dee 
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12 CARISTMAS TAL Es. 
break his heart; he'll cry his eyes out above 
ſtairs. The ſon, who was really aſhamed 
of his conduct, eſpecially... as he ſaw no 
ſign of approbation in the faces of his 
friends, ende *ured to put an eaſy: ap- 
pearance on the affair, and brazen it out; 
turning round therefore to the child, he 


deſired him to carry a blanket to grand- 


papa, and bid him go and beg. Ay, but 
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CHRISTMAS TALES. 13 
I won't give give him all the blanket, re- 
turned the child; Why ſo, my dear? ſays 
the father: Becauſe, anſwered he, I ſhall 
want half for you, when I grow up: to 


be a man, and turn you out of doors. The 


child's reproof ſtung the father to the ſoul, 
and held up at once both the cruelty and 
ingratitude of his conduct in their proper 
dyes: Nay, the wife ſeemed affected, and 
wanted words. A good-natured tear drop- 


ped from more than one of the company, 


who ſeized the opportunity of condemning, 
in a very candid manner, their behaviour 
to ſo affectionate a father, and fo bountiful 
a friend; and, in ſhort, made them ſo 
heartily aſhamed of themſelves, that the old 
gentleman was immediately ſent for by both, 
who in the preſence of all, moſt humbly 


entreated his forgiveneſs for every thing 


paſt, and promiſed the buſineſs of their 


lives fhould be to oblige him for the fu- 


ture, The poor old gentleman's joy threat- 
Ati B | ened 
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ened now to be much more fatal than his 
_ affliction a little before. He looked ypon 
his ſon and daughter for ſome time with 
a mute aſtoniſhment, mixed with a tender- 
neſs impoſſible to be deſcribed, and then 
fixing his eyes upon the company with a 
wildneſs of inconceivable rapture, ſnatched 
up his little Tommy, who joined him in a 
hearty flood of tears. 5 


1 
j 
\ 
i 
| 
, 


CRRISTuAS TALES. 1 


* 0 
8 PE: * * 8 EY "1 1 
—— _-_ — 
” 
* 


n. 


IN a neat little country town there lived ? 


two friends, Mr. Bridgeman (who was 
the elder of the two) was almoſt as fa- 


mous as the Spectator himſelf, for ſaying 


very little. Yes and No, were the words 
chiefly in uſe with him; for (like the 
Spectator too) he was very fond of mono- 
ſyllables. He lived in great peace and 


quietneſs with all his neighbours ; and en- 


joyed his life with much eaſe, on an in- 


come that was rather a comfortable than 


a large one. His friend, Mr. Fohn/on, 
had been much richer; but by being too 
apt to ſay ſevere things of other people 
had made himſelf ſo many enemies, that 
what by quarrels and law ſuits, and what 


by having offended his patron, he was re- 


duced to a very low ebb. One evening, as 


theſs two friends were fitting by the fire 
B 3 e ſide, 
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ſide, (which happened to them moſt even- 
ings; for Mr. Bridgeman did not love much 
company, and Mr, Fohnſen, had quarrelled 
With, and talked ill of all the people that 
he had. formerly been acquainted with): af- 

ter the latter had been giving the. charac- 
ters of all the moſt conſiderable people for 
five miles round, and not any one of them 
without a daſh (atleaſt) of his uſual ſe- 
verity: Prithee, Bridgeman, ſays he, though 
every body knows you are ſuch a profound 
mute, yet do not think that I will have 
all the talk thus to myſelf.—It is but fair 
you ſnould club ſomething to the conver- 
ſation. Do you now, in . your. turn, give a 
character or two of ſome of our neighbours; 
for I am ſure I have treated you with 
above one hundred of them. Bridgeman 
ſmoked on in the moſt profound ſilence. 
Pho! this is carrying your humGur too 
far. Why, I had-rather fit by myſelf 
than with an abſolute dumb man. -Bridge- 


man 
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i man ſmoked on. Nay, dear Bridgeman, 


cried he, favour me with at leaſt one cha- 
; AQ ; | 8 ; , 0 ' ' - | 


Wurn Mr. Bridgeman had finiſhed his 
pipe, and beat the aſhes very leiſurely out 
of it, he launched forth into the following 
profuſion of words ; (for with him it was 
a great profuſion:) Good Mr. Jobnſon, 
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through , the whole courſe of my life I have 
been A great inſpeQor of the manners of 
men; but as to giving any characters, Fi 
muſt beg you will excuſe me. It is, and 
always has deen my Way, where I. cannot 
ſpeak. well of any body, to ſay nothing at 
all. By this means, I am called the mute. 
Be it ſo; ſince bye the lame means I con- 
tinue well with. every body ʒ 5 and, in ſpite 
of che badneſs of mankind, have nothing 
to complain of from any of them. You: 
ſee my way to all the eaſe- and _ happineſs; 
I enjoy. Do you follow my example; an 
inſtead of all theſe jars, quarrels, and per- 


plexities that you are continually engaged 


in, you would find yourſelf as unmole 
and as nappy as I am. 


th. 
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AM * laſt ſafely arrived in Holland, ö 
and have taken the firſt opportunity. to 


N give you à relation of the adventures 


that Ueained me 10 8 A N rr 
a Bs e 3 
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5 Amd Frome 497 ITY 1 had 
Cond affairs with'ia Span merchant ; which 
while I was managing in one of their ſea. 
ports, there came a Sg], ſhip, that had 
taken a rich TrukiJb!" prtae /a With Toveral 


Tarks and Moors prifoniers- whom! he offered 


to ſale ab faves,” Fever! Räd ny traffl 
ef this kind from uny rewe bf * intereſt; 

but from à motive off compaſſion, I had 
purchaſet liberty for many a miſerable 
wretch, % whon=I gave freedom the mo- 


ment Tchad 9 701 0 


Jo? 


Among 
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| Avon 6 the captives newly taken there 
was one diſtinguiſhed by the richneſs of 
his habit, and more by the gracefulneſs 
of his port. He drew all my attention; of 
which he appeared fenfible, and ftill- di- 
rected his looks to me: our ſouls ſeemed 


to greet one another, as if their intimacy 
had been of a long ſtanding, and com- 
menced in ſome pre- exiſtent period. There 
was ſomething in the air of this young 
ſtranger, ſuperior to adverſity, and yet ſen- 
| ible of the preſent: diſadvantage of his 


fate; I felt for him an emotion ſoft as 
the ties of nature, and could but impute 
it to the ſecret impreſſion of ſome intelli- 


gent power, which was leading me to a2 


height of generoſity beyond my own in- 
tention, and by an impulſe of virtue on 


my ſoul, directing it to the acrompliſn- 
ment of ſome diſtant and unknown ſign 


of Providence. The heavenly A inſtigator 
N came 


came with a preyailing force, and. 1 could 
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Tre price for on this captive. 1 was ex- | 
hits. or. high, and ſach as would be a 
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vaſt 4 Aeta to > my N aller tb 
part with. However, I , liſtened to hes 
gentle monitor within, and paid then cat 
ſair his full demand. 


As 
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As foon as I had conducted the youth 
to my lodgings, I told him he was from 
that moment free; the price I had paid 
was for his HOOP: and liber ty. 


Tarzn-: you have confined me by FE 
od laſting engagements, replied the ſtranger, 
1 might have broke through any other re 
ſtraint; but I am now your voluntary 


ſlaye, and dare truſt you. with a ſecret yet 


unknown to the Spaniard. My name is 


Orranel, the only ſon of a wealthy Baſſa | 
in Cinfairiople and you may demand 


what you wy for my ranſom, ” 


| {fears will | i be Sanne, 41. q | 
chere was no mercenary intention in this 
action. The amity I have for you is na- 
ble and diſintereſted : it was kindled by 
a celeſtial ſpark, an emanation from the 
divine celmency, and terminates in nothing 


a below | 
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OnRIST MAS Tarts. 33 
below your immortal happineſs. And were 
you you inclined to examine thoſe ſacred 
truths which Would lead you to great fe- 
licity, and to- ſhare. my fortune in a freq 
and happy nation, the wealth of the Ia- 
dies ſhould not buy you from my affec- 
tions ; but if it is your choice to return 
to the cuſtoms and religion of 'yaur coun- 
try, you are abſolutely free, without at- 
1 81 terms ſor yu ee, 55 5 

Wirn a friendly. but driefted "IPL he 
told me, it was impoſſible for him to diſ- 
penſe with his filial obligations to an in- 
dulgent parent; but he poſitively refuſed 
his freedom till he had@iven intelligence; 
and received an anſwer © from his father; 
which he ſoon, had, with orders to tell me 
I-might make my own terms for his ſon's 
ranſom, I -defired him to acquaint his fa- 
ther, I required nothing more than the li. 
berty of all the chriſtian ſlaves he had in 
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his poſſeſſion ; hoping, by this diſintereſted | 
conduct, to leave a conviction on the mind 
of my young friend in favour of Chriſtia- 
nity, He could! perſuade me to receive 
nothing but a little: Prone and left me 

wt ſome: Ine” W | 
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I Was 8 months hfer lis Inge: gone 


before I could finiſi my negociations in 


Spain; but as ſoon as they were diſpatched 
1 embarked for Holland. We had not been 
a week at ſea before the ſhip was taken 
by a Turkiſh pyrate, and all the men in 
it carried to Conſtantinople to be ſold for 
flaves. My lot fell to a maſter, from whom 
Iwas like to mud the meſt barbarous 
treatment: however, I was reſolved to en- 

dure my bondage, till I could give intel- 
| ligence to my friends in England to pro- 
cure my ranſom. I was fixed not to give 
Orramel an account of my diftreſs. till 1 
M t 7:7 eiiie $11 is. i "wad 
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was in cirrumſtances not te need his 
Kindneſs, nor expect 20 £ retabation ; of my 
own, INS <ah AL engen WOT 
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„Bur heaven had kinder- intentions by 


bringing me into this adyverſity, nor - left 
me long without redreſs. - As: I was talk 


ing in a public place to one of my feb 
do ſlaves Orramel cane by. He paſſe 


* * 


. 


I Des 


W 


0 


- < 
a a 
P 
: 'Y 
ON = 
> 
* Wen. — 
2 oy PP >. 
 & —— 
3 


% 


— ——ñ——— — — — Er ͤ ͥ — 


1 
j 


26 Cntsruas Tales. 

beyond me; but inſtantly returning, looked 
on me with great attention, till ſome melting 
ſorrow dropped from his eyes, when, mak- 
ing inquiry of ſome that were near, to 
whom I belonged, - and being informed, 
without ſpeaking a word to me, he flew 
to my new maſter, paid his demand for 
my ranſom, and immediately conducted me 
to his houſe, Where he welcomed me with 
the warmeſt marks. of. affection. He ſpoke, 
ie: pauſed, . and was in the greateſt per- 
lexity to find language ſuitable - to the 
i entiments of his foul. 182 


ft ks N f 


4 Me; brother 1 " he, my gd or, 
Af there are more facred ties in nature or 
virtue, let me call you by ſome gentle 

appellation! we are now united by thi 
bands of celeſtial amity, one in the ſame 
f holy | faith, an hope of a glorious 1 immor- 
ta ity, Your charity reſcued: me from 4 
worſe * the Sanin ſlavery, from the 
780. 80 | 3 bondage 
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bondage: of vice and ſuperſtition! your 
conduct baniſhed my prejudices to the 


Chhriſtian name, and made way for the en- 


trance of thoſe:heavenly) truths: to which 
I now aſſent. But this is a ſecret even to 
my own domeſticks; and whether ſuch a 
caution is criminal 15 am not yet able to 
determine. e 151349 | 


Win what! ung what attention; ad 


I éliſten to this language ! I bleſſed the ac» - 


cents. that told me my friend, my Orramel, 
had embraced the Chriſtian faith! An an- 
gel's ſong would have been leſs melodious. 
I looked upward, and with a grateful ele- 

vation of mind, gave the glory to the ſu- 
preme Diſpoſer of all human events. The 
inſtinct was from above, that firſt moved 


me to ranſom this young captive ; thence 
Was the: ſpring of my compaſſion : | It 
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nal arrbgance,:not to aſcribe this n 
the aſſiſting . 8 00 "Gt 19 ink Bahn 
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bis od: td evince his ATfecton ; 4 He 4014 
me, his father, died ſince we parted in 


Spain; and that he left chree daughters 


that he had by ſeveral wives. He:offered 
me the choice of his ſiſters if I had any 
thoughts of marriage, and: promiſed 7 a 
dowery: with her to my content One. of 
them, lie ſaid, was privately bred: a. Chris- 
tian by her mother, a beautiful woman of 
Armenia. I was pleaſed with the propoſal, 
and impatient to ſee my fair miſtreſs. In 


the mean time he made mea preſefit ef 
feveral rich habits, and two: negroes to ata 


ae +61 „ dn mot eb Pain! 
pogo 1 e: ante alt lest 07 5m 
Np next day he conducted me? to. a 
fin: ſummer-houſe, whither .he- :ſent2for his 
filters; who were all ſo very handſome, 
that 
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that I was diſtreſſed with my own liberty, 
nor knew where to chuſe, had not a prin- 
cipal of piety directed me to thei young 
Armenian; who was not ſuperior to the 
reſt, but there was a decorum in her be- 


Hhaviour which the others wanted. She 


ry — 


had 


LOS 


more of the politeneſs and modeſty of EA 
ropean women, to whom you know I was 

e, always partial, My choice was fixed; and 
K 215 C 3 the 
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the. morg. J. $ppverſgd : With INF 20 mir, 
the; more reaſon I chad) to approye it. 2 
were privately married h ar chaplain be e- 
longing to the Britiſh, - Bnvgys; My. gene: * 
rous friend: gave her a fortune Wyong 


dantly >repaired all my loſſes, and, afigy 
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and nod At: e Nita %o 
oe iter! the econcluſton of the laſt 
peate the 'Diike f Montagu? had ob- 
ſerved, that a middle aged man, in ſome- 
thing" "Tikes" * * Teblitary dreſs, of which | the 
late Was mich armed, and the cloth worn 
Hhreatbare, appeitfed | at a certain hour in 
gt. Tanten 2 Pak; walking to and 0 in 
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the Mal, with à kind of mournful w. 
lemnity, or ruminating by himſelf on one 
of the benches, without taking notice of 
the 82 eroud which e Ain. N 


Tauts man the 9 Gugled.: out, 2 
likely to be a fit object to exerciſe 
humanity on. | He began, therefore, 105 Z 
making ſome enquiry concerning him, and 
ſoon learned that he was an _unfortunate | 
1 gentleman, : who, having laid out his whole 
| ſtock in the purchale of a commiſſion, „ had be- 
haved with great bravery in the hopes of | 
 Peferment z ; but, upon the concluſion! 'of 
the peace, had been reduced to fare on „ 
half. pay; he alſo learned on Fatther eps ; | 
_ _ quiry, that the Captain, having a wife | 
and Several lon, had been reduced to 
the meceſſity of 1 ſending. them down. into 
bite, wh dle ler 5 ev remitted one 
moiety of his half; pay, which UH Geld not 
Gubſic- them near Tondow: * 
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pleaſed: the Duke, and he en ſet 
about his N 


e ſome 8 . every ching had 
he prepared, he watched an opportunity, 
when the, Captain was fitting alone, buried 


in thought, to ſend his ſervant to him; 
wich his compliments, and an invitation 


to dinner the next day. He returned thanks 
for the, honour. intended him, and promiſed 


to wait upon his Grace at the time ap- 
pointed, when the Duke received him with q 

particular marks of civility. Word was pre- 
ſently brought that dinner was ſerved up; but 


the Captain's wonder was great to ſee his 


wife and children at the table. The Duke 
had began by ſending for them out! of 
Jordfhira, - and had as: much, if not more, 
aſtoniſhed the lady than he had done her 
huſband; to whom he took care ſie - ſhould 
have a OR to {end a letter. 
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Ix ͤ is much much more eaſy to conceive 
than to deſcribe a meeting ſo ſudden, un- 


expected, and extraordinary; ſuffice it to 
fay, that it afforded the Duke the higheſt 


entertainment, who at length, with mack 


difficulty, quietly ſeated them at the table; 
and petſuaded them to fall too, without 
thinking either of yeſterday or to-morrow: 
Soon after dinner was over word was brought 
to the Duke, that his lawyer attended” 
about ſome buſineſs by his Grate's order 
The Duke, willing to have a ſhort truce 
with the various enquiries of the Captain 
about his family, ordered the lawyer to be 
introduced, who pulling out a deed that 
the Duke was to ſign, was deſired to 
read it, with an apology to the company 
for the interruption: The lawyer began to 


the confuſion and aſtoniſhment of the poor 


read, when to compleat the adventure, and 


Captain and his wife, the deed appeared 
to be a ſettlement made upon them of a 
| n 
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genteel ſufficiency for life, the Duke then ſign- 
ed, ſealed, and delivered i it into the Captain's | 
hands, deſiring him to accept it without com- 
pliments, For, ſays he, I am certain I could 
not | have employed my money or my time more 
to my ſatisfaction i in any gther way. The Cap- 
tall: and his family left the Duke with prayers 
for his poſterity; 7 hilt he himſelf had the fatis- 
| | relieved the diſtreſſed, 
STORY 


IN 
: 
g 
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poor woman, who tad” excerciſe a al. i | 
duties of hoſpitality. towards - hit; 4s Was 


which the was -reduped, 12 . 
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2 ſtone from out of the wall of the houſe, 
and pronouncing ſome words. over it, placed 
1t again where it was before, and pierced 
it with a little pipe, at the end of which 
he put a cock, then ſaid to the woman 


as he returned her his thanks, and bid - 


her adieu, 


My good Mother, whenever you are in 
want of neceſlaries turn this cock, and draw 
out as much wine as you pleaſe ; take the 
quantity that is neceſſary for your own 
uſe, and carry the remainder to the mar- 
ket. Be aſſured that the ſource will never 
fail, and all I exact of you is, not to un- 
| loſe the ſtone, nor to look at what I have 
put behind it. The good woman promiſed 
ſhe would not, and during ſome time ob- 
ſerved what the holy man had recom- 
mended to her. She pathered riches, af- 
fluence and plenty ſoon reigned in her 
little family, at length curioſity became 
. D ſo 


38 CHRISTMAS TAT Es. 


ſo ſtrong within her that ſhe ſubmitted to 
its dictates, ſhe diſplaced the ſtone, and 
found nothing behind it but one ſingle 


grape; ſhe then replaced it in the ſame 
order ſhe found it, but the wine ran no 


more: Thus was ſhe, by ſatisfying her 
idle curioſity, puniſhed by the ſame want 
ſhe before experienced. 


* 
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STORY VI. 


A DERVISE, venerable by his age, 
fell ill in the houſe of a widow, who 


lived in extreme poverty in the ſaburbs of 


Balſora. He was ſo touched with the care 
and zeal with which ſhe had aſſiſted him, 


that at his departure he ſaid to her, I 


have remarked that you have wherewith to 
ſubſiſt upen alone, but that you have not 


enough to ſhare it with your only ſon, the 


young Abdalla, if you will truſt him to 


my care, I will do all that is poſſible to 


acknowledge in his perſon the obligations 


J have to you. The good woman received 


his propoſal with joy, and the Derviſe de- 


parted with the young man. 


ABDALLA a hundred times teſtified his 
gratitude to him, but the old man“ always 
| D 2 ' ſaid 


>. We gta. 1 
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ſaid to him, My ſon, it is by actions that 
gratitude is proved: I ſhall fee at a pro- 
Fer time and place whether you are ſo 
grateful as you profeſs to be. One day 
as they continued their travels, they found 
themſelves in a ſolatary place, and the 
Derviſe ſaid to Abdalla, We are now at 
the end of our journey. The Derviſe ſtrik- 
ing a light made a ſmall fire, into which 
he caft a perfume, he then prayed for 
ſome moments, after which the earth open- 
ed, and the Derviſe ſaid to him, Thou 
mayſt now enter, my dear Abdalla; re- 
member it is in thy power to do me 
a great ſervice, and that this perhaps 
is the only opportunity thou canſt ever 
have, of teſtifying to me thou art not un- 
grateful, Don't be dazzled by what thou 
wilt find there, think only of ſeizing upon 
an iron candleſtick with twelve branches, 
which thou wilt find cloſe to a door, that 
is abſolutely neceſſary to me. Abaalla pro- 
miſed 
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miſed every thing, and deſcended boldly 
into the vault; but forgetting what had 
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been ſo expreſoly commanded bim, whilſt 
he was filling his veſt and his boſom with | 
the gold and jewels which this vault in- 
cloſed in prodigious heaps, the opening by 
which he entered cloſed of itſelf, he had 5 
however preſence of mind enough to ſeize 
on the iron candleſtick : He ſearched many , 

D 3 ways 
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ways to get out, at length, after much pain and 


imnquietude, he was fortunate enough to find a 
narrow paſſage, which led him out of his ob- 


| ure cave, though it was not till he had fol- 
lowed i it a conſiderable way that he perceived 
_ a ſmall. opening, covered with. briars and 


thorns, through Which he came out. 


He looked on all ſides to ſee if he could 
_ perceive the Derviſe, but not ſeeing. him, 
nor remembering any of the places through 
which they had paſſed, he went on as for- 


tune directed him, and was extremely aſto- 


niſned to find himſelf before the door of 


kis mother's houſe, She immediately en- 
quired after the holy Derviſe, 4bdalla told 
her frankly the danger he had run to fa- 
tisfy his unreaſonable deſires, he afterwards 
ſhewed her the riches; whilſt they con- 
templated on theſe treaſures with avidity, 
and, dazzled with their luſtre, formed a 


thouſand projects in conſequence of them, 


they all vaniſned away before their eyet, 
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It was then that Abdalla | ſincerely re- 
proached himſelf with his ingratitude and 
diſobedience, as he did thus he placed the 
candleſtick in the midſt of the room. When 
night was come, without reflecting, he 
placed a light in it, immediately they ſaw 


a Derviſe appear, who turned round for 


an hour and diſappeared, after having thrown 
them an aſpre, or ſmall Turliſb coin. Ab. 
dalla, who, meditating all the day upon 
what he had ſeen the night before, was 
willing to know what would happen the 
next night if he put a candle in each of 
the branches: He did ſo, and twelve Der- 
viſes appeared; they turned round alſo for 
an hour, and each of them threw an aſpre. 
He conſtantly every night repeated the ſame 
ceremony, which had always the ſame ſucceſs. 


Tuls trifling ſum was enough to make 
him and his mother ſubſiſt tolerably; but 


they thinking it but a ſmall adyantage they 


"drew 
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drew from the candleſtick, he refolved to 


carry it back to the Derviſe, in hopes that 
he might obtain of him the treaſure he 


had ſeen, or at leaſt what had vaniſhed 


from his ſight, by reſtoring him a thing 
for which he had teſtified fo ardent a de- 
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fire, He was fo fortunate as to remember 
his name, and that of the city where he 
dwelt. He took leave of his mother, and 
departed 


-» _ 
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departed immediately with the candleſtick, 
which furniſhed him with neceſſaries on 
the road. When he arrived at Magrabi his 
firſt care was to enquire in what houſe the 
Derviſe dwelt. He got intelligence, and 
repaired - thither immediately, and found 
fifty porters who kept the gates of his pa- 
lace, each having a ſtaff with a head of 
gold in their hands, the palace was filled 
with ſlaves and domeſticks, in fine, the 
court of a Prince could not expoſe to view 
greater magnificence. 


ABDALLA then enquired for the Der- 
viſe; he was ſoon conducted to an agree- 
able and elegant pavilion where the Der- 
viſe was ſeated. 'Thou art hut an ungrate- 
ful wretch, ſaid he to him; if thou hadſt 
known the true uſe of this candleſtick 
never wouldſt thou have brought it to me. 
I will make thee ſenſible of its true virtue. 
Immediately he placed a light in each of 

- its 
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its branches, and when the twelve, Derviſes 
had turned for ſome time, he gave each of 
them a blow with a cane, and in a mo- 
ment they were converted into twelve large 
heaps of diamonds and other precious ſtones. 
This, ſaid he, is the proper uſe to be made 


of this mjraculous candleftick ; but to prove 


to thee that curioſity was the only occaſion 
of my ſearch for it, here are the keys of 


my magazines, tell if the infatiable miſer 


would not be ſatisfied with them. 


ABDALLAa obeyed him, and examined 


twelve magazines, which were fo full of all 


manner of riches, that he could not diſ- 
tinguiſh what merited his admiration. moſt, 
| Regret of having reſtored the candleſtick and 
not finding the uſe of it, pierced the heart 
of Abdalla; the Derviſe ſeemed not to per- 


| ceive it, but on the contrary loaded him 


with careſſes. When the eve of the day 
which he had fixed for his daparture was 


* 


) come, 
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come, the Derviſe ſaid to him, A%dalla, I 
owe thee a mark of my gratitude for taking 
ſo long a journey with a view of bring- 
ing me the thing I deſired ; thou mayſt 
depart, thou ſhalt find to-morrow, at the 
gates of my palace, one of my horſes to 
carry, thee: I make thee a preſent of it, as 
well as of a ſlave, who ſhall conduct to 


thy houſe two camels loaded with-gold ang 
jewels, 


ABBDaLlLa ſaid to him all that a heart 
ſenſible to ayarice could expreſs, when its 
paſſion was fatisfied, and went to lay down 
til] the morning arrived, which was the 
time fixed for his departure. During the 
night he was ſtill agitated, without being 
able to think on any thing elſe but the 
candleftick, and what it produced : He de- 
termined at length to ſeize on the can- 
dleſtick, which was not difficult, the Der- 
viſe having truſted him with the keys of 

« | the 


= — ——— 0 
. 


48 | CurisTMas Tarts, 


the magazines; he knew where the can- 


dleſtick was placed; he took it, and hid 
it at the bottom of one of the ſacks, 
which he filled with pieces of gold, and 
other riches he was allowed to take, and 


loaded it as well as the reſt upon his 


camels, and after returning the Derviſe his 
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keys departed with his horſe, his ſlave and 
two camels. 


Wren he had gone ſome days journey 
he ſold his ſlave, reſolving not to have a 
witneſs of his former poverty, nor of the 
ſource of his preſent riches; he bought 
another, and arrived without any other ob- 
ſtacle at his mother's. His firſt care was 


to place the loads of the camels and the 


candleſtick in the moſt private room in the 
houſe, and in his impatience to feed his 


eyes with his great opulence, he placed 2] 


lights immediately in the candleſtick, the 


twelve Derviſes appearing he gave each of 


them a blow with all his might; bat he 
had not remarked, that the Derviſe when 
he ſtruck them had the cane in his left 
hand: Abdalla, by a natural motion, made 
uſe of his right, and the Derviſes inſtead 
of becoming heaps of riches, immediately 
drew from beneath their robes each a for- 


E midable 
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midable club, with which they ſtruck him | 
ſo hard and ſo often, that they left him 
almoſt dead, and diſappeared, carrying with 
them all his treaſure, the camels, the horſe, 
the ſlave, and the candleſtick. 


STORY. | 
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STORY Un. 
"OGALTIMUR-CAN, King of Tartary, 


was one day told he had a man in 


his dominions, who was ſuch an utter ene- 
my to a lie, that he always ſpoke truth. 
He, deſirous of having him near him, be- 
ſtowed upon him the charge of Maſter 
of the Horſe. A courtier of ſuch a new 
character could not fail of having enviers, 


who . ſpared no endeavours to ruin him. 


But the King, who was not a Prince that 
would ſuffer himſelf to be prejudiced, would 
judge of things himſelf, tried his Maſter 


of the Horſe on ſeveral occaſions, and al- 
ways found him fo frank and ſincere, that 


he beſtowed on him the ſirname wag Soy, 
or True, | 


E 2 


G2 CarisTMas TaLlts. 


Or all Sadyg's enemies, none was ſo ſtrongly 
bent on his ruin as the Viſier Tangrebride : 
There was no contrivance which he had not 
made yſe of to render him odious to the 
King, and not being able to compaſs his 


end, thus expreſſed his chagrin to his 


daughter: How unhappy am I, not to be 
able to ruin this man, who 1s ſcarcely ſet- 
tled at court; Sadyg triumphs over all my 
attempts to ruin his fortune, Ho/chendan 
his daughter, whd was not leſs malicious 
than the Viſier, inſtead of perſwading him 
to give up the point, promiſed to aſſiſt 
him, provided he would give her leave to 
act as ſhe ſhould fee fit, and promiſed to 
make him lie before the King; all which 
he agreed to: She then immediately made 
herſelf ready, dreſſed herſelf in her richeſt 
Jewels, and did not forget one thing which 
could contribute to her beauty, and make 
her appear loyely in the eyes of Sadyg. 
1 hus dreſſed ſhe went out attended by hep 
| | ſlaves, 
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flaves, who guarded her to the houſe of the | 
Maſter of the Horſe, and when ſhe came "4 
: thither diſmiſſed the flaves and knocked at 
; the door, which being opened, ſhe deſired 
; to ſpeak with Sadyg on a matter of great 
importance; ſhe was invited to come in, 

: and being led into his apartment, found | 
” him ſittirg on a ſofa : After ſalutation ſhe | 
f approached him, lifted up the veil which 
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_ covered her face, and ſeated herſelf on the 1 
ſame ſofa, without ſpeaking a word. Sadyg, 
who had never before beheld ſuch beauty, 
Was ſenſibly touched, which the lady, who 
came there for no other reaſon perceiving, 
broke ſilence: Oh, Sadyg! do not be ſur- 
priſed to ſee a lady who is willing to en- Aj 
tertain a friendſhip for you; but you muſt hy 
firſt grant me a favor. Chamiag maid, 
ſaid Sadyg, tranſported with tenderneſs, you | 
need only command your ſlave and: your | 
will ſhall be fulfilled, I long, ſays: ſhe, 
to taſte ſome horſe-fleſh, wherefore you muſt 
; immediately kill the beſt: and the: fatteſt 
horſe in the Sultan's ſable, the heart of 
which we will order to be roaſted. Aſc 
rather my life, ſaid he, and I. vill give 
it, but I muſt have a particular; regard to- 
whatever belongs to my maſter; No, re- 
turned Haſchendan, I long for a bit of the 
King's | horſes; it is a | whimſical” fancy, 
bnt it muſt, if you. have any regard... far 
FL die 
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me, be gratified. If I ſhould be fo weak 
as to yield to your entreaties, the Sultan 
vill not fail to puniſſi me. You have no- 
thing to fear, ſays: ſhe ; if the Sultan 
ſhould aſk: yous what is become of the 
horſe, yon may ſay, finding him ſick, and 


paſtꝭ all hopes of recovery, you killed: him) 


let his diſeaſe ſhould: infect others. He 
will believe you upon your word, and com- 
mend your Prudence. 


Wirn thaſs perſuaſions, and . tears 


which reached Sadyg's ſoul, the at. laſh 


brought him to conſent: He then went 


' himſelf into the ſtable, and killed the horſe ; | 


he took out the heart, which he cauſed 


to be roaſted, and they both ſupped toge- 


ther; after which the returned home to 


her father, who waited the event. In the 


morning 


N 
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morning the V ifier roſe, went to the pa- 
lace, and told the Sultan the adventure, 
concealing the lady's name, and that it 
was to ſerve his hatred ſhe had ventured 
7 to try. the integrity of the Maſter of the 


Horſe. \ 


I 


'WariLsT the Viſier was relating this ſtory 
to the Sultan, with all the malice of a 
courtier 
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courtier bent on the deſtruction of his ene- 
my, Sadyg, returned to himſelf, and made 
many bitter reflections on his laſt night's 
miſconduct. Alas! ſaid he, what ſhall 1 
ſay to the Sultan when he aſks me for his 
horſe ? I that have hitherto made it a law 
to myſelf to ſpeak the truth, if I tell a 
lie fhall I not be puniſned with death ? 
mall I borrow the aſſiſtance of a lie? 
that would be to add a new crime to what 
I have already committed ; ; on the other 
fide, if I honeſtly confeſs it, my ſincerity 
will coſt me my life; whether I lie or 
ſpeak the truth I am equally ſure to looſe 
my life. While he was .thus plunged in 
melancholy. thoughts, a meſſenger came from 
the Sultan, to tell him the Sultan called _ 
for him. He obeyed his order, and came 
into his preſence, where' he found his ene- 
my the Viſler, Sadhyg, ſaid the Sultan, 1 
would hunt to-day, go ſaddle my fine black 
horſe, The words ſtruck- poor Sach with 
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a deadly fear, who, in great confuſion, an- 
ſwered, Sir, a misfortune has happened to 
your ſervant laſt night: As I was ſitting 
in my chamber a veiled lady entered, ſhe diſ- 


covered herſelf, and profcred me her friend- 
ſhip, provided I would give her the heart 


of the black horſe: Charmed with her 


beauty I reluctantly complied; I confeſs 


my crime; I come to offer up myſelf to 
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thy mercy : there is my ſabre, and here 
is my head, which I would ſooner looſe 


by . telling the truth, than ſave by a falſe. 


hood. The Sultan turning to the Viſier 
aſked his advice, and what 1h of treat- 


ment he thought proper for Sadyg. Sir, an- 


ſwered he, tranſported with the opportuni- 
ty, I am of opinion, that he ought to be 
burnt by a flow fire, for preſuming to. kill 
a horſe you ſo highly valued to ſatisfy his 
pleaſure, I am not of your opinion, re- 
plied the Sultan, then addreſſing himſelf to 


Sadyg, he ſaid, I am charmed with your 


ſincerity, and excuſe your weakneſs : I 
pardon then the death of my black horſe, 


and am ſo well pleaſed with your telling 
me the truth on this occaſion, that I order 


a robe of honor to be hrought for you 
immediately. 
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Warren the Viſier ſaw, that inſtead of 


puniſhing the Maſter of the Horſe he was 
rewarded, he grew ſo extremely melancholy 
that he fell ſick, and ſoon after died, and 


the fortunate Sagg was choſen to ſupply 
his place, 
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6 * RAD DIN, a principal nobleman in 

the court of Soliman, Emperor of the 
Eaſt, had two daughters, Almerine and 
Shelimah. At the birth of Almerine the 
fairy EHfarina had preſided ; and in com- 
pliance with the importunate.. requeſts of 
the parents, had endowed her with every 
natural excellence, both of body and mind, 
and decreed, that ſhe ſhould be ſought in 
marriage by a ſovereign Prince. When 
the wife of Omaraddin was pregnant with 


Shelimah, the fairy Elfarina was again in- 


voked ; at which Farimina, another fairy, 
was offended. Farimina was inexorable and 
cruel ; Elfarina placable and benevolent ; 


and fairies of this character were obſerved 
to be fi upetior in power. Elfarina therefore 
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reſolved that her influence ſhould not be 
wanting; and, as far as ſhe was able, pre- 
cluded the influence of Farimina, who had 
decrecd, that the perſon of Shehimah ſhould 
be rendered hideous by every ſpecies of 
deformity, and that all her wiſhes ſhould 
produce an oppoſite effect, 


The parents dreaded the 'birth of the in- 
fant under this malediction; the moment. 
they beheld it they were ſolicitous only to 
conceal it from the world. They ſent her, 
with only one attendant, to a remote caſtle, 
which ſtood on the confines of a wood, 
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ELraRINA did not thus, however, for- 
ſake innocence in diſtreſs; but to counter- 
balance the evils of obſcurity, neglect, and 
uglineſs, decreed, that, to the taſte of She7- 
mah, the coarſeſt food ſhould be the moſt 
exquiſite dainty ; that the rags which cover- 
ed her ſhould, in her eſtimation, be equal 
to cloth of gold; that ſhe ſhould prize a 
cottage more than a palace, and that in 
7 F 2 theſe 
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theſe circumſtances love ſhould be a ftranger 
to her breaſt, To prevent the vexation 
which would ariſe from the continual dif. 
appointment of her wiſhes appeared at firſt 
to be more difficult, but this was at length 


perfectly effected, by 8 her with 


content. 


| | Warts Shelimab was immured_in a re- 


| mote caſtle, neglected and forgotten, every 
city in the dominions of Soliman contri- 


huted to decorate the perſon, or cultivate 
the mind of Almerine; yet, amidf all theſe 


accompliſhments ſhe was haughty and fierce, 
fond of praiſe, luxurious, and, upon the 
whole, diſagreeable. Among many others 
by whom Almerine had been taught to in 
veſtigate nature, Nouraſin the Phyſician had 


acquainted her with the qualities of trees 
and herbs, and of MNanraſſin ſhe became 
enamoured to the moſt romantic exceſs, 
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Ir was the cuſtom of the nobles to pre- 
ſent their daughters to the Sultan when 
they entered their eighteenth year; an event 
which Almerine had always anticipated with 
impatience and hope, but now wiſhed to 
prevent with ſolicitude and terror. The pe- 
riod urged forward, like every thing fu- 
ture, with filent and irreſiſtible rapidity, 


at length arrived. The curioſity of Soli- 


man had been raiſed, as well by acciden- 
tal encomiums, as by the artifices of Oma- 
raddin, who now haſted to pratify it with 
the utmoſt anxiety and perturbation, and 
Almerine, covered with ornaments, by which 
art and nature were exhauſted, was how- 
ever reluctant, introduced to the Sultan, 
Soliman was now in his thirtieth year; he 
had ſat ten years upon the throne, and, 
for the ſteadineſs of his virtue, had 3 
ſurnamed the 7%. 
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SOLIMAN having gazed ſome moments 


upon Almerine with ſilent - admiration; roſe 


up, and turning to the princes that ſtood 
round him, To-morrow, ſaid he, T will 
grant the requeſt which you have often re- 
peated, and place a beauty upon my throne, 


by whom I may tranſmit my dominion to 


poſterity: To-morrow the daughter of Oma- 
raddin ſhall be my wife, The joy with 
Ws, which 
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. which Omaraddin heard this declaration, 
- was abated by the effect which it produced 
N upon Almerine, who after ſome ineffectual 
ſtruggles with the paſſions Which agitated her 
mind, threw herſelf into the arms of her 
women, and burſt into tears. Scliman im- 
mediately diſmiſſed his attendants, and tak- 
ing her in his arms, enquired the cauſe of 
her diſtreſs; this, however, w.s a ſecret 
which neither her pride nor her fear would 
ſuffer her to reveal. She continued” filent 
and inconſolable; and Soliman, though he 
ſecretly ſuſpected ſome other attachment, 
yet appeared to be ſatisfied with the ſug; 
geſtions of her father, that her emotion was 
only ſuch as was common to the ſex upon 
any great and unexpected event. He de- 
ſited from further importunity, and com- 
manded that her women ſhoukd remove her 
to a private apartment of the palace, and 
that ſhe ſhonld be attended by tas: 19.6 
ſician Neuraſtiu: e 
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NoukAssix, who had already learned 


what had happened, found his deſpair re- 
lieved by another interview. The loyers, 
however, were reſtrained from condolencè 


and conſultation by the preſence of the wo- 
men, who could not be diſmiſſed; but 


Nouraſſin put a ſmall vial into the hand 


of Alnerine as he departed, and told her, 
that it contained a cordial, which, if ad- 
miniſtered in time, would infallibly re- 


ftore the chearfulneſs and vigour that ſhe 
had loſt. Theſe words were heard by the 


attendants, though they were underſtood 


only by Almerine ; . ſhe readily comprehended | 
the contents of the vial was poiſon, which 
would relieve her from langour and melan- 


choly, by removing the cauſe, if it could 
be given to the Sultan before her marriage 
was compleated. After N:uraffin was gone 
ſhe ſat ruminating on the infelicity of her 
ſituation, and the dreadful events of the 
morrow, till the night was far ſpent; and 
| | 5 | then, 
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then, exhauſted with perturbation and watch- 
ing, ſhe ſunk down on the ſofa, and fell 
into a deep ſleep, 


THE Sultan, whoſe reſt had been inter- 
rupted by the effects which the beauty of 
Almerine had produced upon his mind, roſe 
at the dawn of day, and ſending for her prin- 
cipal attendants, who had been ordered to 
watch m her chamber, eagerly enquired 
what had been her behaviour, and whether 
ſhe had recovered from her ſurpriſe, He 
was acquainted that ſhe had lately fallen 
aſleep, and that a cordial had been left by Nou- 
raſſin, which he affirmed would, if not too 
long delayed, ſuddenly recover her from 
languor and dejection, and which, not- 
withſtanding ſhe had neglected to take. 
Soliman derived new hopes from this intel- 
kgence, and that ſhe' might meet him at the 
hour of marriage with the chearful vivacity 

| which 
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dant, having firſt emptied the vial into 


* 


which the cordial of NVouraſſin would in- 
ſpire, he ordered that it ſhould, without 
aſking her any queſtions, be mixed with 
whatever ſhe firſt drank in the morning. 
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ALMERINE, in whoſe blcod the long 


continued tumult of her mind had produced 


a feveriſh heat, awaked, parched with thirſt, 
and called eagerly for drink: Her atten- 
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the bowl as ſhe had been commanded by 


the Sultan, preſented it to her, and ſhe 
drank it off. 


As ſoon as ſhe had recolleQed the horrid bu- 


ſineſs of the day ſhe miſſed the vial, and | 


in a few moments learned how it bad been 
applied. The ſudden terror which now 
ſeized her, haſtened the effects of the poi- 
ſon. 


HR diforder was now apparent, though 
the caufe was not ſuſpeted. Nouraſſin was 


again introduced, acquainted with the miſ- 
take, an antidote was immediately prepared. 


and adminiſtered ; ; and Almerine waited the 


event in agonies of body and mind which 1 


are not to be deſeribed. The commotion every 
inſtant increaſed.; ſud ien and intollerable 


heat and cold ſucceeded each other, and in 
lefs than an hour ſhe was covered with a le- 
Ys her hair fell, her head ſwelled and every 


feature 
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feature in her countenance was diſtorted, 


Nourafſin, who was doubtful of the eyent, had: 


withdrawn to conceal his confuſion ; and Alme- 
rene not knowing theſe dreadful, appearances 
were- the preſages of recovery, conceived 
her diſſolution to be near, and in the agony 
of remorſe and terror, earneſtly requeſted to 
ſce the Sultan. Soliman haſtily entered the 
apartment, and beheld the ruins of her 
beauty with aſtoniſhment, which every mo- 
ment encreaſed, while ſhe diſcovered what 
had been intended againſt him, and which 
had now fallen upon her own head, 
8 N, after he had recovered from 
his aſtoniſhment, retired to his own apart- 
ment, and in the interval of recollection, 


he ſoon diſcovered, that the deſire of beauty 


had ſeduced him from the paths of juſtice, 
and that he ought to have diſmiſſed the 


perſon whoſe affections he believed to have 
another object. He a. 1 not therefore take 


away 
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away the life of Neuraſfin for a crime to 


Jwhich himſelf had furniſhed the temptation; 


but as ſome puniſhment was neceſſary as 
the ſanction to the laws, he condemned 
him to perpetual baniſnment. He con- 
manded that Almerine ſhould be- ſent back 
to her father, that her life might be a 
memorial of her folly; . ahd he determined 
if poſſible, to atone, by a ſecond . 
for the errors of the firſt. 


He conſidered how he might enforce and 
illuſtrate ſome general precepts, which would 
contribute more to the felicity of his peo- 
ple, than his leaving them a fovereign of 
his own blood; and at length he determined 
to publiſh this proclamaticn throughout all 
the provinces of his empire. Soliman, whoſe 
judgment has been perverted, and whoſe 
life endangered, by the iffluence and treachery 
of unrivalled beauty, is now reſolved to 
place equal deformity upon his throne, 

| E „ 
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that, when this event is recorded, the world 


more odious than uglineſs; and learn, 
like Soliman, to deſpiſe that excellence, 
which without virtue is only a ſpecious evil, 
the reproach of the 1 8 the one 
af others. 


e during theſe events, experi- 
enced a very different ſortune. She re- 
mained till ſhe was thirteen. years of age 
in the caſtle; and it happened, that about 
this time the perſon to whoſe care ſhe had 
been committed, after a ſhort ſickneſs, died. 
Shelimah imagined that ſhe. ſlept ; but per- 
ceiving that all attempts to waken her were 
ineffectual, and the ſtock of proviſions be- 
ing exhauſted, ſhe found means to open 


the wicket, and wandered alone in the 


wood, She ſatisfied her hunger with ſuch 
berries and wild fruits as ſhe found, and at 
night, not being able te find her way back, 


*. 
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may know, that by vice beauty became 
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lay down under a thicket and ſlept, Here 
ſhe. was awaked early in the morning by 
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a peaſant. The man aſked her many quef-' | 

tions; but her anſwers rather encreafing ' | 

? | than gratifying his curiofity, he ſet her 

i before him on his beaſt, and carried her 

to his houſe in the next village, at the 

diſtance of about ſix leagues. In this family. 

' | ſhe was the jeſt of ſome, and the pity 
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of others; ſhe was employed in the mean- 
elt offices, and her figure procured her the 
name of Goblin. But amidſt all the diſad- 
voantages of her ſituation, ſhe enjoyed the 


utmoſt felicity of food and reſt; as ſhe 


formed no wiſhes, the ſuffered no diſap- 
pointment ; her body was healthful, and 


her mind at peace. In this ſituation fhe - 


had continued four years, when the he- 


ralds appeared in the village with the pro- 


clamation of Soliman. Shelimah ran out with 
others to gaze at the parade; ſhe liſtened 
to the proclamation with great attention, 


and when it was ended, he perceived that 
che eyes of the multitude were fixed on 


her: One of the horſemen at the ſame 
time alighted, and, with great ceremony, 
entreated her to enter a chariot which was 


in the retinue, telling her, That ſne was 
without doubt the perſon whom nature and 
_ . Soliman had deſtined to be their Queen. 
_ Shelimah replied with a ſmile, That ſhe 
FE $43 EE 
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had no deſire to be great;. but, ſaid ſhe, 
if your proclamation be true, I ſhould re- 
joice to be the inſtrument of ſuch admo- 
nition to mankind ; and upon this con- 
dition I wiſh that I were indeed the moſt 
deformed of my ſpecies. The moment this 
- wiſh was uttered, the ſpell of Farimina pro- 

duced a contrary effect. A white robe was 

thrown over her by an inviſible hand, the 
croud fell back in filent aſtoniſhment, and 
gazed with inſatiable curioſity upon ſuch 
beauty as before they had never ſeen, Shell. 
mah was not leſs aſtoniſhed than the croud > 
She ſtood awhile with her eyes fixed up- 
on the ground, and finding her confuſion 
encreaſe, would have retired in filence, but 
the was prevented by the heralds, who have 
ing with much importunity prevailed. upon 
ker to enter the chariot, returned with her 
to the metropolis, preſented her to TO” 
and related the prodigy. 
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SOLIMAN looked round upon the aſſem- e 
bly in doubt, whether to proſecute or re-. 
linquith his purpoſe, when Abbaran, an hoary 
ſage, who had long preſided in the coun- f 
cil af his father, came forward, and placing 


his forhead on the foot-ſtool of the throne, 
et the Sultan, ſaid he, accept the re- 
ward of viride, and take $5e/7mah to his 
bed. In whit. age, and in what nation, 
ſhall not chi behuty f Shelimah be ho- 
noured ? to whom will it not be tranſmitted ? 
will not the ſtory of the wife of Soliman. 
deſcend withrether name? will it not be 
known that the: deſire of beauty was not 
gratifed till it had been ſubdued ? that by 
an liniquitous purpoſe. beauty became hide- 
ous, and by . a virtuous intent deformity 
became fair? Saliman, who had fixed his 
eyes upon Shelimah, ' diſcovered a mixture 
of joy and confuſion in her countenance, 
which determined his choice, and was an 
earneſſ 
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earneſt of his felicity ; for at that moment 
love, which during her ſtate of deformity 
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had been excluded by che fairy E/farine's 
interdiftion, took poſſeſſion of her breaſt. 


Tux nuptial ceremony was not long de- 
layed, and the good fairy E/farina honoured. 
it with her preſence, and when ſhe departed. 

beſtowed 
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beſtowed on both her benediction. They 
lived many years the glory and happineſs 


of the people they governed, and Shelimah 
continued a ftriking proof, that natural or 


acquired excellence is leſs defirable than 


virtue. 
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FOR. | 
POOR. villager complained to Maha- 
| meud, Sultan of Damaſeus, that a 
young Turk of diſtinction had broke into 
his houſe, and inſulted him ſo, that he 
was forced to abandon it, with his wife and 
family, to the ſhameful abuſes of this bold 
intruder, who afterwards eſcaped, and re- 
mained unknown. The Sultan, very much 
moved, charged the ſufferer to come im- 
mediately and give him notice if ever that 
Turk ſhould repeat the inſult; which he 
did three days after, and the poor man 
came and threw himſelf at the feet of the - 
Sultan, and coinplained accordingly. Ma- 
hamoud, taking a few attendants, immedi- 
ately went with him. It was night when 
they came to the houſe; but the Sultan 
ordered all the lights to he put out, then 
ruſhed holly 1 in, and with his fabre cut 
the 
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the raviſher in pieces: After which he or- 


derd a torch to be lighted, and looking 


on the face of the malefactor, immediately, 
with an air of joy, fell down on the ground 


and praiſed God. When he roſe, he bid 


the man of the houſe bring him what vic- 
tuals he had, 'which was only ſome ſtale 
brown bread, and butter-milk, of which 


the Sultan eat and drank heartily; and | 
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then being ready to return, at the poor 
man's requeſt, explained all theſe myſteri- 
ous circumſtances as . follows : You mult 
know, ſaid he, that upon hearing theſe 
complaints, and the deſcription you gave 
me of the criminal, J concluded he could 
be no other than my own ſon ; therefore, 
leſt my eyes ſhould ſubhorn my heart, and 
the tenderneſs of nature enervate the arm 
of juſtice, I reſolved, through the undil- 
tinguiſhing veil of night, to give it ſcope; 


but when I beheld it was not he, but only 


an officer of my guard, I fell down with 
gladneſs, to give thanks unto God that my - 
offspring had not in this affair deſerved 
my wrath, nor met with my vengeance. 
And after all, I aſked what proviſion you 
had at hand to ſatisfy my hunger, and re- 
pair this fleſhly frame, which my reſent- 
ment would not ſuffer me to gratify, ei- 
ther with ſleep or ſuſtenance, from the mo- 
ment I heard this accuſation, till Thad 
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puniſhed the author of your wrongs, and 
ſhewed myſelf worthy of my peoples obe- 
dience : For this one example ſhall make 
it known among them, that you have a 
Prince, under whom there is no ſufferer ſo 
mean who need fear to be denied redreſs, 
nor no offender ſo preat as _ hope to 
eſcape puniſhment, 
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8 K | 

© 7g nr a King of Lapland, was in his 
youth the moſt renowned of the nor- 
thern warriors ; his martial atchlevements 
remain engraved on a pillar of flint in the 
rocks of Hauga, and are to this day ſo- 
lemnly carrolled to the harp by the Lap- 
larders, at the fires with which they cele- 
brate their nightly feſtivities. His tempe- 
rance and ſerverity of manners were his 
chief praiſe. In his early years he never 
taſted wine, nor would he drink out of a 
painted cup. He conſtantly ſlept in his ar- 
mour, with his ſpear in his hand; nor 
would he uſe a battle- ax whoſe handle was 
inlaid with braſs. * He did not, however, 
perſevere in his contempt of luxury, nor 


did he cloſe his life with honour, . 


— — * 


1 Ons 


86 CHRISTMAS TALES. 

Ons day, after hunting the Guios, or 
wild Dog, being bewildered in a ſoſitary 
foreſt, and having paſted the fatigues of the 
day without any interval of refreſhment, he 
diſcovered a large ſtore of honey in the 
hollow of a pine. This was a dainty 
which he had neyer taſted before, and 
being at once both faint and hungry, 
he fell greedily upon it. From this un- 
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uſual delicious repaſt he feceived ſo much 
ſatisfaction, that at his return home he 
commanded honey to be ſerved up at his 


table every day, His palate by degrees be- 


came refined and vitiated; he began to 
loſe his native reliſh for ſimple- fare, and 
contracted a habit of indulgiag himſelf in 
delicacies ; he ordered the delightful gardens 
of his caſtle to be thrown open, in which 


the moſt luſcious fruits had been ſuffered 
to ripen and decay, unobſerved and un- 
touched, for many revolving autumns, and 
gratified his appetite with luxurious deſerts. 


At length he found it expedient to intro- 
duce wine, as an agreeable improvement, 
or a neceſſary ingredient, to this new way 
of living; and having taſted it, he was 
tempted by a little to give a looſe to the 


exceſſes of intoxication. His general fm- 


plicity of life was -changed 3 he perfumed 


his apartment by burning the wood of 


the moſt aromatic fir, and commanded his 
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helmet to be ornamented with beautiful 
rows of the teeth of the Rein-deer, Indo- 
lence and effeminacy ſtole upon him by 
pleaſing aud imperceptible gradations, re- 
laxed the ſinews of reſolution, and extin- 
guiched his thirſt of military glory. 


Walls Hacho was thus immerſed in 
pleaſure and repoſe, it was reported to him 
one morning, that the preceding night a 
diſaſtrous omen had been diſcovered, and 

that bats and hideous birds had drank up 
the oil which nouriſhed” the perpetual lamp 
in the temple of Odin. About the Tame 
time a meſſenger arrived to tell him, that 
the King of Norway had invaded his king- 
dom with a formidable army, Hacho, ter- 
rified as he was with the omen of the night, 
and inervated with indulgence, rouſed him» - 
ſelf from his voluptuous lethargy, and re- 
collecting ſome faint ſparks of veteran va- 
our, marched forward to meet him. 

IR Born 
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Bork armies joined battle in the foreſt 
where Hacho had been loſt after hunting; 
and it ſo happened, the King of Norway 
challenged him to ſingle combat near the 
place where Hacho had taſted the honey. 
The Lapland chief, languid, and long un- 
uſed to arms, was ſoon overpowered : he 


fell to the ground, and before his inſult- 
ing adverſary ſtruck his head from his body, 
e H uitered 
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uttered this exclamation, which the Lap- 
landers ſtill uſe as an early leſſon to their 
children: The vitious man ſhould date his 
deſtruction from the firſt temptation. How 
juſtly do I fall a facrifice to floth and 
luxury in the place where I firſt yielded 
to thoſe allurements which ſeduced me to 
| deviate from temperance and innocence! 
The honey which I taſted in this foreſt, 
and not the King of | Noreay, conquers. 
Hache. 3 
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AS TORY IX 
7 HILE the Moors governed in Spain, f 
and the Spaniards were mixed with | 
them, a Spanih Cavalier, in a ſudden quar- 
rel flew a young Mooriſh gentleman, and fled. 
His purſuers ſcon Joſt ſight of him, for he 
had, unperceived, thrown himſelf over a wall. 
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The owner, a Moor, happening to be in his 
garden, and looking over the wall, was ad- 
dreſſed by the Spaniard on his knees, who 
aequainted him with his cafe, and implored 
concealment. Eat this, ſaid the Moor, giv- 
ing him half a peach, and come over the wall, 
you now know that you may confide in my 
protection. He then locked him up in the 
garden apartment, telling him, that the next 
morning, as ſoon as it was light, he would 
provide for his eſcape to a place of more 
ſafety. The Mor then went into his houſe, 
where he had ſcarce ſeated himſelf, when a 
great croud, with loud lamentations, came to 
his gate, bringing his ſon's corpſe, that had 
juſt been killed by a Spaniard, When the 
firſt ſhock of ſurpriſe was a little over, he 
learnt by the deſcription given, that the fa- 
tal deed was done by the perſon then in his 


power. He mentioned this to no one; but 
as ſoon as it was dark, retired to his garden 


apartment, as if to grieve alone, giving or- 


der 
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ders that none ſhould follow him. There 
accoſting the Spartard, he ſaid, Chriftian, the 
perſon you have killed is my ſon. His body 
is now in my houſe. You ought to ſuffer ; 
but you have caten with me, and I have 
given you my faith, which muſt not be broken, 
follow me. He then led the aſtoniſhed Spa- 
niard to his ſtables, where, mounting him on 
one of his ficeteſt horſes, he ſaid, Fly far while 
the night can cover you. You will be fafe 
in the morning ; you are indeed guilty of my 
ſon's blood; but God is juſt and good, and 
4 thank him that I am innocent of your's, and 
that my faith given is e 
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STORY XII. 
N the days of knight errantry and paga- 
niſm, one of our old Briiiſb Princes ſet 
ap a ſtatue to the Goddeſs of Victory, in a 
point where four roads met together. In her 
right hand ſhe held a ſpear, and refted her 
left on a ſhield; the outſide of this ſhield 


was of gold, and the inſide of filver. On 
5 the 


the 


vo 
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the former was inſcribed, in the old Br7- 
tif language, To the goddeſs ever fa- 
vourable ;* and on the other, For four 
victories obtained ſucceſſively over the Pits, 
and other inhabitants of the northern iſlands,” 


Ir happened one day, that two knights 
completely armed, the one in black armour, 
and the other in white, arrived from op- 
poſite parts of the country at this ſtatue, 
juſt about the ſame time; and as neither of 
them had ſeen it before, they ſtopped to 
read the inſcriptions, and obſerve the ex- 
cellence of its workmanſhip. After con- 


templating it for ſome time, This golden 
ſhield, ſays the black knight, — Golden 


ſhield ! cried the white knight, who was 
as firitly obſerving the oppoſite fide, why, 
if I have eyes, it is filver. I know no- 
thing of your eyes, replied the black knight ; 
if ever I ſaw a golden ſhield in my life 
this is one, Yes, returned the white 
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knight, ſmiling, it is very probable indeed, 5 
that they ſhould expoſe a ſhield of 81% 
in ſo public a place as this is! for my 
part, I wonder that even a filver one 1s FA 
not too ſtrong a temptation for the devo- "I 
tion of ſome of the people that paſs this 
way; and it appears by the date, that 4 
this has been here above three years. The 
black knight could not bear the ſmile with 
which this was delivered, and grew ſo warm 
in the diſpute, that it ſoon ended in a 
challenge. They both therefore turned their 


Horſes, and rode back ſo far, as to have F 
ſufficient ſpace for their career; then fixed | 
their ſpears in their reſts, and flew at each 
other with the greateſt fury. and impetuo- 
ſity. Their ſhock was ſo rude, and th? 
the blow on each ſide fo effetual, that -they || 


— — — - 
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both fell to the ground ſo much wounded 
and bruiſed, that they lay there for ſome, 
time as in a trance, A good Druia; who . 
was travelling that way, found them in 
this condition. ; e 


Taz Druids were the phyſicians of thoſe 
times as well as the prieſts. He had a 
ſovereign balſam about him which he had 

I compoſed 
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compoſed himſelf; for he was very know- 
ing in all the plants that grew in the ſields, 
or in the foreſts. He ſtaunched the blood, 
applied his balm to their wounds, and 
brought them, as it were, from death to 
life again. As ſoon as he found them j 
ſufficiently racovered, he began to enquire 
into the occaſion of the quarrel, Why, 
this man, cried the black knight, will have 
it, that the ſhield yonder is filver. And 
he will have it, replied the white knight, 
that it is gold; and then told him all the 
particulars of the affair. Ah! ſays the 1 
Druid with a ſigh, you are both of you 
in the wrong! Had either of you given | 
himſelf time to have looked upon the op- 

poſite part of the ſhield, as well as that 


which firſt preſented itſelf to his view, all 


this blood-ſhed might have been avoided. 
However, there is a very good leſſon to {| 
be learned from the evil that has befallen 
you on this occaſion : Permit me therefore | 
| to 
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to entreat you by our gods! and by this 


entcr into any diſpute for the future, till 
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goddeſs of victory in particular, never to 


you have fairly dane each ſide of the 
queſtion, 
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| 8 TORY: XIV; | 
AMI, the beſt and wiſeſt emperor that 
ever filled the throne, aſter having gain. 
ed three ſignal victories over the Tartars, who 
had invaded his dominions, returned to Nan- 
kin in order to enjoy the glory of his con- 
queſt. After he had reſted for ſome days, the 
people, who are naturally fond of proceſſions, 
impatiently expected the triumphal entry, 
which emperors upon ſuch occaſions were 
accuſtomed to make. Their murmurs came 
to the Emperor's ears. He loved his peo- 
ple, and was willing to do all in his power 
to ſatisfy their juſt deſires. He therefore aſ- 
ſured them, upon the next feaſt of the lan- 
thorns, to exhibit one of the moſt olorious 
triumphs that had ever been ſeen in China, 
The people were in raptures at his conde- 
ſcenſion, and on the appointed day aſſem- 
bled at the gates of the palace with the 
moſt eager expectations. Here they waited 
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ſor ſome time without ſeeing any of thoſe pre- 
parations which uſually preceed a pageant. 
The lanthorn with ten thouſand tapers was 


not yet brought forth, the fire-works which 


uſually covered the city walls were not yet 
lighted; the people once more began to 
murmur at this delay, when in the midſt 


of their impatience, the palace gates flew 


open, and the Emperor appeared, not in 
ſplendor or magnificence, but in an ordi- 
nary habit, followed Or the amr the 
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maimed, and the ſtrangers of the city, all 


in new cloaths, and each carrying in his 
hand money enough to ſupply his neceſſi- 
ties for the year. The people were at firſt 


amazed, but ſoon perceived the wiſdom of 


their King, who taught them, that to make 


one man happy was more truly great, 
than having ten thouſand captives groaning 
at the wheels of his chariot. ; 
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' Youth, Price 18. 


BOOKS, for the Inſtruction and Amuſement 
of CHILDREN, Printed and Sold by 
Joan MaRsSHALL and Co, No, 4, in Al- 
dermary Church-Yard, Bow-Lane, London. 


OEMS on various Subjects, for the Amuſement of 


10 Letters and Dialogues on Morality, Oeconomy, and 


Minds. Price 18. 
Price 6d. 


of a Pincuſhion. Price 6d. 


the Uſe of young Ladies. Price 6d. 


Politeneſs, for the Improvement of young 8 5 
Jemima Placid; or, the Advantage of Good-Nature, | 
Memoirs of a Peg-Top. By the Author of Adventures 
The Holiday Preſent. Containing Anecdotes of Mr, and 


Mrs, Jennet, and their little Family, Price 6d, 
The Adventures of a Pincuſhion, deſigned chiefly op 


The Orphan; ; or the Entertaining. Hiſtory of Little 


Goody Gooſecap. Price 6d. 


The Firſt Principles of Religion, and the Exiſtence of . 
a Deity, explained in a Series of Dialogues, adapted to 
the Capacity of the Infant Mind. Price 6d,” 


Firſt Principles of Religion, &c. Vol. II. Price 64. 


A clear and concife Account of the Origin and Deſign of 
Chriſtiznity, intended as 'a Second Part to the Firlt . 


Principles of Religion, &c. Price 6d. 


Chriſtmas Tales for the Amuſement and. Inſtruction of. 


young Ladies and Gentlemen in Winter Fee 


Solomon Soberſides, Price . 
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104 Boexs printed and fold by J. Mas SMALL and Co, 
The Engliſh Hermit: Or, the Life and Adventures of 


Philip Quarll, who lived upwards of fifty Years 


upon an uninhabited Iſland, Price 6d, 

Little Timothy Ticklepitcher's Tales and Fables. "Price 64, 

Short Converſations ; or, an Eaſy Road to the Temple of 
Fame ; which all may reach HS. endeavour to be 800d. 
Price 4d. 

The Hiſtory of a great many little Girls and Boys of Fo our 

and Five Years Old. Price 4d. | 

Familiar Dialogues for the Inſtruction and Amuſement of 
Children Four and Five Vears Old. Price 44. | 

The Adventures of a Whipping-Top z illuſtrated with 


Stories of many bad Boys, who themſelves deſerve 


Whipping, and of ſome good Boys, who. deſerve 

Plumb-cakes, Price 3d. 
The Univerſal Primer: Or, a New and Eaſy Guide to the 

Art of Spelling and Reading, to which is added, the 
Hiſtory of Miſs Nancy Truelove, ornamented with Cuts, 
Price 3d. 

The Friends: Or, the Hiſtory of Billy Freeman and Tom- 
my Trueleve, Price 3d. 

The Careful Parent's Gift: Or a Collediton of Stories to 
improve the Mind. Price 3d. Fg 

The Univerſal Shuttlecock, containing "the Pretty Play 
of the Gaping Wide Mouthed Wadlins Frog, and the 
Art of Talking with Fingers, &c. Price 2d. 


The Univerſal Battledore: Or, Firſt Introduction to Lite- 


rature. Price 2d. Neatly Gilt and Glazed. 
The Eaſter Offering: Or, the Hiſtory of Maſter Charles 
and Miſs Kitty Courtly. Prige 2d, 


The Choice Gift; with the Story of Little e Red-Riding- 
ny Fo 24, 


Books printed and fold by J. Max suATT and Co. 103 


The Pleaſant Gift: o, a Collection of new Riddles, 
Price 2d. 

A compleat Abſtract of the.Holy Bible in Verſe. Price 2d. 

Nancy Cock's Seng Book, By Nurſe Lovechild. Price ad. 

The Hiſtory of Lady Kindheart ; with the Story of the 

4 Jlants and the little Dwarf Mignon, Price 2d. © 

Old Nurſe Dandlem's Little Repoſitory ; with ſome Ac- 
count of the Giant Grumbolumbo, Price 1d. 

Gaffer Gooſe's Golden Plaything. Price 1d. 

The Moving Market: Or, Cries of. London. By Tiffany 
Tarbottle. Price 1d. 

Jackey Dandy's Delight: Or, the Hiſtory of Birds and - 
Beaſts, in Verſe and Proſe, with Cuts. Price 1d. 

The Hiſtory of Maſter Jackey and Miſs Harriot; together 
with their Marriage, Price id. ö 


The Life, Death, and Burial of Cock Robin. Price 1d. 
The New-Year's Gift: Or, Gilded Toy, adorned with 


forty-nine Pictures. Price 1d, 5 

The Child's Own Book: With the Hiſtory of Polly 
Pleaſant and Betſey Thovghtleſs.' Price 1d. 

Tom Thumb's Play-Thing ; . Containing the Life and 
Death of Tom Thumb, and the Hiftory of Maſter and 
Miſs Verygood. Price 1d. 

The Whitſuntide Preſent ; Or, the Hiſtory of Maſter and 
Miſs Goodchild, - by your old Friend Nurſe Allgood, 
Price 1d. | 

The Houſe that Jack built, with ſome account of Jack 
Jingle Price 1d. 


All neatly Bound, Gilt, and Ornamented with Cuts, 
with good Allowance to thoſe who buy a Quantity, 
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